
SPORTS 
Knights of the Hill Country by Tim Tharp  

In his senior year, high school star linebacker Hampton Greene 

finally begins to think for himself and discovers that he might 

be interested in more than just football. 

 

 

 

Game Changer by Tom Greenwald  

While thirteen-year-old Teddy fights for his life after a 

football injury at training camp, his friends and family gather 

to support him and discuss events leading to his coma. Told 

through dialogue, text messages, newspaper articles, 

transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy's inner thoughts. 

 

 

Gym Candy by Carl Deuker  

Groomed by his father to be a star player, football is the only 

thing that has ever really mattered to Mick Johnson, who 

works hard for a spot on the varsity team his freshman year, 

then tries to hold onto his edge by using steroids, despite the 

consequences to his health and social life. 

 

 



All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely 

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, 

classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of a 

police officer who happens to be the older brother of his best 

friend. Told through Rashad and Quinn's alternating viewpoints. 

 

 

Losers Bracket by Chris Crutcher  

When it comes to family, Annie is in the losers bracket. While 

her foster parents are great (mostly), her birth family would 

not have been her first pick. And no matter how many times 

Annie tries to write them out of her life, she always gets 

sucked back into their drama. Love is like that. 

 

 

Change-Up by John Feinstein  

While interviewing the new pitcher while covering the World 

Series, teen reporters Stevie and Susan's interest is piqued by 

the contradictory answers given and so decide to delve deeper 

into the story to get to the truth in this exciting sports 

mystery. 

 

 

 

 



Mexican White Boy by Matt de la Pena  

Sixteen-year-old Danny searches for his identity amidst the 

confusion of being half-Mexican and half-white while spending a 

summer with his cousin and new friends on the baseball fields 

and back alleys of San Diego County, California. 

 

 

The Final Four by Paul Volponi  

Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA basketball 

tournament struggle with the pressures of tournament play and 

the expectations of society at large. 

 

 

Next by Kevin Waltman  

Indiana basketball prodigy Derrick Bowen--D-Bow to his friends-

-is impatient to start his freshman year, but his coach favors a 

senior for a guard spot; meanwhile, pressure at home builds for 

D-Bow to transfer from his neighborhood school to an exclusive 

prep school. 

 

Exposure by Mal Peet  

Paul Faustino, South America's best soccer journalist, reports on 

the series of events that hurl Otello from the heights of being a 

beloved and successful soccer star, happily married to the pop 

singer Desdemona, into a downward spiral, in this novel loosely 

based on Shakespeare's play, Othello. 


