
Historical Fiction 
 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd  

After her stand-in mother, a bold black woman named Rosaleen, 

insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins 

Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are 

taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters. 

 

 

 

The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline  

Close to aging out of the foster care system, Molly Ayer takes a 

position helping an elderly woman named Vivian and discovers that 

they are more alike than different as she helps Vivian solve a 

mystery from her past. 

 

 

 

Night Witches by Kathryn Lasky  

Grounded by Hitler's German forces when Stalingrad is invaded, 

15-year-old pilot Valya escapes to join her older sister's brigade 

of female pilots, the Night Witches, that launch a high-risk 

mission to cripple Nazi forces. 

 

 

 



Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetus  

"As World War II draws to a close, refugees try to escape the 

war's final dangers, only to find themselves aboard a ship with a 

target on its hull"--. 

 

 

 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett  

Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962 Jackson, 

Mississippi, three women, including an African-American maid, 

her sassy and chronically unemployed friend, and a recently 

graduated white woman, team up for a clandestine project. 

 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death 

relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-

stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the 

Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

 

 

Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns  

One thing you could depend on in Cold Sassy, Georgia, was that 

word got around - fast. On July 5, 1906, things took a scandalous 

turn. That was the day that E. Rucker Blakeslee, proprietor of 

the general store and barely three weeks a widower, eloped with 

Miss Love Simpson - a woman half his age and, worse yet, a 

Yankee! On that day, fourteen-year-old Will Tweedy's 

adventures began, and an unimpeachably pious town came to life. 



Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford  

When artifacts from Japanese families sent to internment 

camps during World War II are uncovered during renovations at 

a Seattle hotel, Henry Lee embarks on a quest that leads to 

memories of growing up Chinese in a city rife with anti-Japanese 

sentiment. 

 

 

Orphan, Monster, Spy by Matt Killeen  

Her name is Sarah. She's blonde, blue-eyed, and Jewish in 1939 

Germany. And her act of resistance is about to change the 

world. 

 

 

 

Copper Sun by Sharon Draper  

Two girls, one a slave and the other and indentured servant, 

escape their Carolina plantation and try to make their way to 

Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony that gives sanctuary to 

slaves. 


